Mobile Phones and Social Media for Students at HDS

Updated 20th March 2025

Mobile phones and social media can be valuable tools for students at a dance school,
enhancing their learning experience and providing opportunities for connection and
inspiration. However, it's important to emphasize that consent and privacy must be
always respected when using these platforms.

1.

Access to Tutorials and Dance Resources: Students can use their mobile
phones to watch dance tutorials, instructional videos, and performances on
platforms like YouTube, Instagram, or TikTok. This allows them to improve their
skills, learn new techniques, or gain inspiration. However, students must
always ask for permission before recording or sharing others' performances
Communication with Instructors and Classmates: Social media platforms
and messaging apps provide a convenient way for students to communicate
with their instructors and classmates, share progress, ask questions, or discuss
upcoming events. Consent must be given before sharing photos, videos, or
any personal information. All students should be aware that others may not
want their image or content shared online.

Event Updates and Announcements: Dance schools can use social media to
keep students informed about important events, auditions, performances, or
schedule changes. Any photos or videos from these events shared online
must have prior consent from the individuals involved, particularly if minors
are featured.

Showcasing Talent: Social media platforms like Instagram, TikTok, and
Facebook allow students to share videos of their performances, practice
sessions, and choreography. It’s crucial to get consent from peers before
posting any group performances or images. Students should also remember
to be mindful of the background, ensuring that others who may appear
unintentionally in their posts are okay with it.



5. Building a Dance Community: Social media provides opportunities to connect
with other dancers around the world, join challenges, and share
experiences. Students should always seek consent when tagging
classmates, instructors, or other participants in posts.

6. Motivation and Inspiration: Following professional dancers, instructors, and
influencers can offer students inspiration and motivation. However, students
must ensure they respect privacy and boundaries, both in the content they
share and, in their interactions, online.

7. Organizing and Sharing Class Materials: Instructors may use Whatsapp,
private social media groups or cloud storage services (e.g., Google Drive,
Dropbox) to share class resources such as videos, notes, and schedules. If
student videos or photos are shared in these spaces, consent must be
obtained from all involved.

Consent Guidelines within Peer Groups:

¢ Studentsin Year 7 and above can provide consent for being photographed,
recorded, or tagged on social media by their peers. They should also give or
withhold consent for others in the group to post photos or videos.

e Students below Year 7 must have their parents' consent before being
photographed or filmed in class, events, or performances by their peers. It’s the
responsibility of both parents and students to ensure consent is clear and
documented.

Key Reminders:

o Consentfrom peers and instructors must be given before recording,
photographing, or sharing images or videos, especially in group settings.

¢ Always be aware of who is in the background of a post and seek consent if they
are recognizable.

e Respect privacy both online and offline, ensuring all content shared is agreed
upon by all parties involved.

Consent Guidelines with HDS Staff and Teachers:

1. Registration Form and Parental Consent:

o All parents/carers must sign a registration form when their child joins
HDS. This form will include a section where parents can provide consent
(or withhold consent) for HDS staff and teachers to film and post content
on social media.

o Theregistration form will also specify whether the parent gives
permission for their child to be featured in videos or photographs used for
promotional purposes, such as on the HDS website or social media
pages.

2. Recording and Posting Class Content:



o HDS staff and teachers may record classes, performances, or rehearsals
for educational purposes, feedback, or promotional material. Parental
consent is required for any students featured in these videos or photos,
whether they are shared publicly or in private class groups.

o These recordings may include individual performances, group dances, or
instructional sessions. Parents must indicate their preference on the
registration form as to whether they allow their child to appearin these
materials.

3. Private Groups and Class Materials:

o HDS may create private groups or online platforms (e.g., Facebook
groups, Google Drive) where class materials, such as videos, notes, or
feedback, are shared with students. Consent must be given for students
to beincluded in these groups and to share class-related content, which
could include video recordings, photos, or feedback from teachers.
Studentsin Year 7 and above will be allowed to give their consent to be
added to these groups and for content to be uploaded for educational
purposes.

o Students and parents must be aware that content shared in private
groups is intended only for educational purposes and will not be made
public without further consent.

4. Consent for Promotional Material:

o Any content (photos or videos) posted by HDS on public social media
platforms for promotional purposes (e.g., website, Instagram, or
Facebook) will only include students whose parents have given explicit
consent.

o If astudent does not have parental consent for social media posts, HDS
will ensure their image or performance is notincluded in any public
content.

5. Consent Review and Updates:

o Parents and students can review and update consent preferences at
any time. If a parent changes their mind about the consent they initially
provided, they should inform HDS staff immediately to ensure any future
content respects their updated preferences.

6. Respecting Privacy:

o HDS staff and teachers are committed to respecting students'
privacy. Consent will always be requested before filming or
photographing students during class or events, and no images or videos
will be shared without appropriate consent from all parties involved.

o Additionally, staff will be vigilant about ensuring no students are
inadvertently captured in the background of content unless explicit
consent has been obtained.

By following these consent and privacy guidelines, students can use mobile phones
and social media in a positive, respectful manner while benefiting from the educational
and community-building opportunities they provide.



	Consent Guidelines within Peer Groups:
	Consent Guidelines with HDS Staff and Teachers:
	By following these consent and privacy guidelines, students can use mobile phones and social media in a positive, respectful manner while benefiting from the educational and community-building opportunities they provide.

